District 35 – International Speech Contest Script
Saturday, May 6, 2023


Ladies and gentlemen, this is the contest you’ve been waiting for. Welcome to the District 35  International Speech Contest. 

(Optional - Add a personal spiel acknowledging the hard work of the contestants on their road to excellence – 100 words maximum. Should the program be behind schedule, keep to the script.) 

One of our contestants this afternoon could be the next World Champion of Public Speaking. What an honor it is to be here witnessing this stage of that journey. 

Speech contests are an important part of the Toastmasters education program. They provide an opportunity for Toastmasters to gain speaking experience, as well as an opportunity for other Toastmasters to learn by observing proficient speakers. 

By attending this remote or hybrid District speech contest, you agree to the privacy policy of Toastmasters International as well as the unassociated remote hosting service. Some of your personal information, such as name, image, and any shared messages may be shared with other meeting participants and will be recorded by Toastmasters International who may use the recording in the future as it sees fit. Your remote attendance hereby discharges Toastmasters International from all claims, demands, rights, promises, damages, and liabilities arising out of or in connection with the use or distribution of said video recordings, including but not limited to any claims for invasion of privacy, appropriation of likeness or defamation.

The International Speech Contest is the only contest that proceeds beyond the district level to Region Quarterfinals, Semifinals, and the World Championship of Public Speaking. The International Speech Contest follows all rules outlined in the Toastmasters International Speech Contest Rulebook and all contestants have been briefed on the rules which now include rules pertaining to the region quarterfinals. Unless otherwise stated, these rules apply to all speech contests conducted by Toastmasters International clubs, areas, divisions, and districts, as well as all contests conducted at the International Convention. 

Contestants competing in the International Speech Contest at District will be individually recorded by the District – please be sure to not walk or stand in this area to avoid any distraction of the recording. The first-place winner’s video is then submitted to World Headquarters within one week of the District Final. In early July, all Program Quality Directors and contestants will be informed of the results via email. 

The first-place winner from each of the 14 regions will then receive an invitation to compete in the semi-finals which are held at the Toastmasters International Convention in August each year. This year's International Convention is scheduled for August 16-19, 2023 in Nassau, Bahamas.

All contestants competing today are members of good standing in a club of good standing and all contestants have confirmed their eligibility and originality in writing to the Chief Judge. Contestants may remain in the room while the other contestants are speaking. 

The contestants are to present their speeches in a time of five to seven minutes and the timing begins with their first verbal or non-verbal communication with the audience. A contestant will be disqualified if their speech is less than four minutes and 30 seconds or more than seven minutes and 30 seconds. 

Timers, please display the green signal at five minutes, the yellow signal at six minutes and the red signal at seven minutes. There will be no further indication of time and the red signal will remain displayed until the contestant concludes their presentation. The timer will raise their electronic hand to be easily visible and located in the upper left corner of the screen for the online contestants. 

All contestants have been made aware of the speaking area and how the timing device will work. 

Protests are limited to eligibility and originality and shall only be lodged by voting judges and contestants. Any protest shall be lodged with the chief judge and/or contest toastmaster prior to the announcement of the results. Once the results are announced, the decision is final. 

Members of the audience, please ensure your mobile devices have been turned off, or are on silent with the vibration mode disabled. Please remain seated during the videotaping of the contests. 

There will be one minute of silence between contestant speeches, during which time voting judges will mark their ballots. If you leave the room during this time AND do not return before the next contestant is announced, you will not be permitted back into the room until that contestant has completed their presentation. After all contestants have presented, there will be silence until all ballots have been collected. 

The taking of photographs during the contest is not permitted, but there will be photo opportunities later. 

The speaking order as drawn by the contestants is as follows: 

(Ensure you spell the contestant’s name for the benefit of the officials.) 
	Contestant No. 1 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 2 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 3 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 4 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 5 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 6 will be:
	

	Contestant No. 7 will be:
	



I shall introduce each contestant by announcing their name. As the contestant walks to the speaking area, we will show our appreciation with thunderous applause. 

I will verify with the contestant's that their audio is clear for in-person contestants and the audio and video is working properly for online contestants. 

Once audio and video are confirmed, I will introduce the contestant's name and title of their speech, then repeat the title of the speech and the contestant’s name. There shall be no further applause. The contestant shall pause for a moment and then begin their presentation. 

Chief Judge, are we ready to proceed? 

Chief Judge – Yes, Contest Toastmaster. All contestants have been briefed and deemed eligible for competition. The judges and functionaries have also been briefed. Let the International Speech Contest begin! 


	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 1:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 2:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 3:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 4:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 5:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 6:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 
There will be one minute of silence while judges tally their ballots. 




	

	Ladies and Gentlemen, please welcome, _________________________.
Contestant No. 7:
__________, let's test your audio. Please say: Toastmasters is my key to success. 
If online contestant – can you see and hear us? 

	Contestant Name:
Speech Title:
Speech Title:
Contestant Name: 

	Thank you, _________________________. 




Ladies and gentlemen, please remain silent to allow our judges to complete their ballots and the Chief Judge and Ballot Counters have left the room. 

Judges, please ensure that your ballot is valid by printing and signing your name and listing the one contestant for first place, one contestant for second place, and one contestant for third place. Put your ballot into the envelope, and then hold it up for the Ballot Counters to collect. If a virtual judge, please follow the instructions provided to you by the Chief Judge.

Ballot Counters, after collecting the Judges’ envelopes, please leave the room with the Chief Judge. 

After the Chief Judge and Ballot Counters have left the room…



Let's give another warm thank you for all our contestants today! Lead applause. 

I invite the contestants to return to the stage and line in up in their speaking order for the contestant interviews. 

Timer should time for 2-3 minutes (Green at 2 minutes, yellow at 1 ½ minutes, red at 3 minutes).
At the red, present certificate of participation to the contestant and hold for a photo. 



	Congratulations, Contestant No 1 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 2 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 3 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 4 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 5 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 6 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 





	Congratulations, Contestant No 7 Name.
Please share with us which club, area, and division you are representing today. 


	Question 1:


	Question 2:


	Question 3: (if time)


	Thank you, ___________________ for competing in the District 35 International Speech Contest. I present you with a Certificate of Participation. Hand and hold certificate with contestant for photo. 




Let's give another round of applause for all our International Speech Contest contestants. Lead applause.

While we wait for the Chief Judge and Ballot Counters to return with the results, please feel free to talk amongst yourselves. 




Ladies and Gentlemen, I have received the results from the Chief Judge and 

I am pleased to announce there were no disqualifications for time. 

OR

Unfortunately, there was/were time disqualification/s. 

It gives me great pleasure to announce:

In third place, please congratulate: _______________________________

The second and first place winners of the District 35 International Speech Contest will be announced this evening during the Hall of Fame. 

The first-place winner will represent District 35 in the Region 5 quarterfinals and potentially the semi-finals and then the World Championship of Public Speaking 2023.

Enjoy your break. 
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